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Chacewater, | Preſcott, | Yeovil, Sarum, 
Ply mouth, 5 Loughwood, 1 & Wotton, 
by Kingfpridge, Uptery, 4 Pithay,” I Hor fly,” 
Cullumpton, Vellington, [ Briſtol. Cheicentan Bp 
NO." * | Paulton, 3 9 Exon, © 


1 received Letters alſo, kom 


Lym 8 Trowbridge, | nell ian, | Sodbury 
Kolegoz . | e 5 Eritileton, 1. and 
Bickn Horfington, r wn. Crofondy 
Bradford, | Crocktrton, | 


_ "Rell met in aſſociation in "Ry 40 & 2 the ſecond 5 


third days of Juhe, 17599. To the EY ET; MY Tt 
pre ſent, ſend chriffiah falutation,' „ 
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1 
T is wich pleafure and gratitude. we ca form ou that w : 
have been brought in ſazety under the om f 115 Provig 
ence to the place appointed to 9 — our $a aſſembly, that 
we: have: had a pleaſant and We hope poets interview wit 
each other, the letters from the ſeveral churches have been 1 
read over with care. their re pettiy contents attended to, an 4 
the caſes of che ſtveral churches ſp#ad bs ore God with fervenal 
cy and gratitude on ihe one hand, and hum liation on the others! 
Ke will naturally expect to heat from us as uſual upon theſe. 
occaſions; 7 and we cannot but think outſelves peculiarly ha pY- 
— be able upon this occaſion to 4855 6%. you on 910 ang 
of the late deli me ment in favor roteſtant niersg 
by which our re Tk erties * ended and — — 5 ang) 
— te as freely d to ſpeak, Fore are * hear, An oy 
mis, 
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this, in the conurfe of divine Providence, which calls for our 
moſt grateful acknowledgements, and which we hope will be im- 
proved in a ſuitable manner. — But our principal buſineſs with 
you is as Chriſtians, and as ſuch therefore we ſhall now in the 
fear of God addreſs you. And this we ſhall do particularly 
With reſpect to your ſpiritual privileges. | | 
Your privileges as real Chriſtian are great indeed. As ſuch 

you are the objects of the divine love, and this love is the foun- 
fain and ſpring of all the bleflings you have in hand or hope. 
This love was free, nothing in you could move him to it, he 
flood in no need of you to ſerve him or to praiſe him, his love 
took its riſe from himſelf, This love is ſpecial and peculiar, it 
Is conſlant and abiding, the ſame 'yelterday to day and for ever, 
Surely the conſideration of this love, muſt iead you to wonder, 
gratitude, and thankfulneſs, to think of him that has thus loved 

ou, to praiſe him, to love him, to obey him, to abhor fin, to 
2 holineſs, and to pur ſue the glory of God as the great end 
of all you have and are. Wichout being thus impreſſed and in- 
flaenced. to conſider yourſelves as. the objetts of divine love, 

ill only ſerve to amuſe and deceive, you will live without God, 
gie without hope, and perifh for ever. Ep 

As real Chriſtians you have been redeemed by the blood, the 

precious blood of Chrifl, as a Lamb without blemiſk and wich- 
put ſpot. 1. Pet. 1. 29. Yea Chriſt hath redeemed you from 
the curſe of the law, having been made a curſe for you. Gal. 
9. 13. Ves he hath redeemed you to God by his blood. Rev. 
g. 9. You are by him redeemed from a vain converſation, 
from all iniquity, from the guilt, the dominion, the defilement,” 
he love, and the prattice of fin; remember this redemption 
was free and voluntary on the. part of him that died for you, 
that it is perfect and eternal, Heb. 10. 14. Heb. 9. 12. 

ou muſt from hence ſee, and may you for ever feel thoſe ſtrong 
pbligations which this privilege lays you under, to love, praiſe, 
and o'orify your Redeemer. The apolie repreſents it as laying 
Ebr:ſftians under an everlaſting obligation to this duty, 1. Cor. 
5. 20. For ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God 
n your body. and in your ſpirit; which are God's; thus the 
apoſtle judged. 2. Cor. 4. 14. that he died for all, that they 
hat five ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unte 
Him that died for them £10 | | „ 
As real Chriſtians you have been called by the grace of God, 
permit us or you up to look to the rock whence you were hew- 
d. and the hole of the pit whence ye were digged, Iſaiah 31. 1. 
e were alienated from the life of God, Eph. 4. 18. dead in 


tre ſpaſſes and ſins, Fpk. 2. 1. having no hope and without God 


in the world —But he who commanded che light to ſhine out of 
Warkneſs, hach ſhined into your hearts, 2, Cor, 4. 6. he hath 


* 


9 
quickened you, hach made you willing in che day of bis power 
2 110, he hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his fon into your 
hearts, &c. Gal. 4. 6. and the ſpirit beareth witneſs that you 
are the children of God; from all which you muſt ſee and feel 
the reaſonableneſs and force of that apoſtolick exhortationg 
| walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called; remember! 
it is an holy calhng, be ye therefore holy in all manner of cons 
ver ſation and godlineſs, Erh. 4. 1. he to whom you are indebied 
for this calling is infinitely pure and holy, and he requires you 10 
be ſo. It is an high calling, therefore let it be yeur ambiiion ta 
live high, ſcorn every thing mean and baſe, you mult bluſh to bg 
ſeen in che filthy rags of your former ſtate, or to be making pros 
viſion ſor the fleſh to fulfill the luſts thereof, as was the caſe with 
ou, before God brought you into his marvellous light; you will 
be concerned to have te world under your feet, and Chriſt ncar! 
your hearts, you muſt be livirg upon hidden manna for your! 
conſtant diet, you will Jet others know that God has furniſked a? 
table for you in the wilderneſs, and you will tell what great 
things he hath done for you. Your cailing is heavenly, there- 
fore let your converſat.cn be in heaven, Jet it be your conſtant 
care to carry on a correſpondence with beaven; be waiting, for 
returns from rhence. lay up for y ourſelves treaſure there, where; 
ne ther moth nor ruſt de th corrupt, nor thieves can break through 
and ſleal; be daily trimming your lamps, in expectation of your 
being called away to your eternal home. Yourcallingremenber] 
is an immutable calling. You need not. you ought not to trem- 
ble at the ſhaking of a leaf, nor droop and hang your heads be- 
cauſe changes are taking place in this world, che foundation of, 
God ſlandeth ſure {though the foundations of ſtates and empires 
may ſhake to their center) having this ſeal, the Lord knowetk 
them that are his, and let every one that nameth the name of} 
Chriſt depart from iniquity. You are Chiilltians, aud if o, 
then you are the adopted children of God, by this act of us 
ſovereign and diſtinguſhing grace you have been received into 
the number, and have a right to all the privileges of the ſons of 
God ; this glorious ſlate you muſt be ſenſible includes in it many 
great ard precious ble{hngs, ſuch as the ſpirit of adoption, 
Rom. 8. 14. but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption where-J 
by we cry Abba, Father: becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent 
forth the ſpirit of his ſon into your hearts, crying Abba Father. 
He ſands eternally engaged to be, and io ett towards you ax a | 
Father, he will provide fur ycu, proteu you, uphold you, in- 
ſtrutt and teach you, give you firength for all you are called 
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to door ſuffer, you are freed from the curſe due to lin, and the 
7 } 2 7 De 


demimon of it, you are heirs of God, Rom. 8. 17. and if 

heirs all things are yours, the whole creation will be made 19 

ſerve. you, angels appointed to guard you while here, and When 
| ; You 


FEY 
you die they ſha!l be” your convoy to your Father's houſe, 
wicked men and dewils ſhall not be able to harm you, every 
Ming thall work together for your good, and all the glories of 
the eternal kingdom are reſerved for you.—Need we to ſay ho- 
nor your, Father. acknowledge and make known his dignity and - 
glory, obey him, imitate him, ſubmit io all his correttions, 
With patience and humility depend upon him, and refer all your 
EOncerns to him, let it be your moſt Ready concern to abound 
in filial affections, love hm, delight in him, be carefu] not tö 
oitend him, pray to him, and wait for him. 
Shall we go on to remind you that as reat Chriſtians you-are 
Fuſtified from all things, Acts, 13. 39. all that believe are juſtiſied 
rom all things, being juſtified by faith, you have peace with 
God, Rom. 5. 1. Your fins are all forgiven, you are ac- 
[Eepted as righteous in the ſight of God, in the name and for the 
Hake of Jeſis Chrift, you are in a Rate of peace and friendſip 
with God: and you alt never come into condemnation, n. 
5. 24. Rom. 8, :, Glorious privilege indeed! Has the God of 
all grace cancelled your obligation to puniſhment, has he freely 
forgiven you all your tranſgreſſions, bas he at any time given 
vou a comfortable ſenſe of this, by ſaying with perſonal appli- 
cation, (when you have been crying and trembling, as ſelf con- 
demned ſinne s at his feet) I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
Etcanſgreſſions, and as a cloud thy fins, {/a; 44. 22. and I will re- 
member thine iniquity no more? What were your thoughts at that 
time, what was you ready to ſay, and do? Let it be ybur con- 
cern to ſhew the ſame diſpoſition and cendutt through the whole 
of your pilgiimage. Was you not melted into a thankful ſenſe 
of his forgiving love, was you not humbled to the duſt under a 
ſenſe of your guilt and impurity, was you not with Mary, 
E Luke, 7. 37. ready to waſh the feet of Chrift with your 
tears, and to wipe them with the hairs of your head; had you 
then an enemy that. you could not forgive? They that are 
under the influence and efficacy of the ſpirit of grace, while 
they look on bim that bled for their fins, they will mourn bit- 
terly as for their firſt born; thus it muſt have been with you as 
real Chriſtians, your ſouls have ſaid, Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do. I will follow thee whitherſoever thou goeſt; as you 
have therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 10 walk ye in 
him, Col. 2. 6. | 5 . 5 i 
| Remember alſo that another privilege which belongs to you as 
real Chriſtians, and upon which we beg leave to addreſs you is, 
Lou are the happy ſubjects of a progreſſive work of ſanctification, 
© hich ſhali be carried on to the day of perfection; this was the de- 
| fign of God when he ſet his love upon you, the end Jeſus had in 
view when he gave himſelf for you, for this you were adopted 
$440 the family of God and renewed in the ſpirit of your minds: 
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With a view to this important end, you will therefore be found 
in the uſe of every mean which Cod has appointed, you will be 
con ſſant and fervent in the duty of Kere a prayer, you 

will read hear and meditate upon the word of God, you will 
carefully fill up your ſtations in and relation to the church; the 
fellowſhip and cemmunion of ſaints will be dear to you, and this 
eommunion of ſaints is to be exercifed in private converſe, and 
in the public aſſembly, in mutual prayer, mutual admonition, 
inſtruction, and conſolation. And as ſaints remember you are 
bound to leave the fellowſhip of the world, and not to conform 
to it. Thus you will ſeek after holineſs for yourſelves, and en- 
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Wrzpnzinar afternoon preciſely at three o'clock, the Aſſo- 


ciation was opened in prayer by our Brother gicheno, the * ; 
4E 


liminaries were the read, our Brother B. Francis choſen 
derator, the letters from the churches read in order, their 
contents. minuted, our Brother Tommas deſired to draw up the 
General. Letter, and at fix o'clock the meeting was cloſed in 
x 0s vel our Brother H. Philips. RY NT 

Ar Seven o'clock met agin, when Brother. Tommas, 
preached from Matt, 16. 8. And the gates of Hell ſhall not 
Hrevail againſt it. OE | 7 

Tüv morning preciſely at fix met for prayer, when 
five of our Brethren engaged 1n this exerciſe, after which the 
General Letter was read, approved, and ſigned, and inis mect- 
ing cloſed by our Brother Stradling. 
Ar rex began the more. public ſervice by ſinging as uſual, 
after which our Brother Kingdon engaged in prayer, our Bro- 
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ther B. Francis preached from John g. 36. He that believeth 


on the Son hath 1 liſe—and, afier ſinging again, our 
Brother Day concluded the ſervice in prayer. | 
Ar THREE in the afternoon the ſervice was renewed, when 


our Brother Wilkins prayed, our Brother C. Evans preached 


from Rom. 3. 31. Me eſftalliſh the law—and the meeting was 
cloſed in prayer, having ſung at the uſual intervals, by our Bro- 
ther Tommas, 85 | 
The more immediate buſineſs of the Aﬀociation was then at- 
tended to. The ſeveral collettions this year for the Aﬀociatioy 
Fund, it appeared, amounted to 271. 11s. gd. And all year 


31,1 6s. 6d. was expended for the ſeveral purpoſes agreed oat 


Hur laſt meeting. Such as towards the repairs of five difierent 
* of worthip, diſtributing books, and village preaching, 
Voted ſeveral ſums for the like purpoſes this year. This lutle 
fund appears to have been ons Fel uſeful in its preſent infant 
Mare, and is capable of great improvement if duly encouraged. 


Agreed, to adviſe the Church at Falmouth, in caſe they meet 


with any freſh difficulty about burying the dead, to apply to the 


Secretary of this Aſſociation, who will take proper meaſures te. | 


Agreeea, 


ebtain due relief, 


— 
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Agreed, to tranſmit, by our Secretary, the moſt ſincer- and 
- hearty thanks of this Aﬀociation. to the Reverend Gentlemen 
of the Committee, in London, for,thir zeal and activity in ſu- 
perintending and promoting the late bill in favor of Proteſtant 
Dilſencing Miniſters and Sclioolmaſters, and eſpecially for their 
attem ts to procure the paſſiag of the ſaid bill without any reli- 
gious teſt before the Magiſtrate: at the fame time that we 
thankfully accept it with the preſent teſt; it being a divine in 
oppoſition to all human teſts, and our ſubmiſſion to the claim of 
the Magiſtrate in this caſe no more implying, in our opinion, 
an acknowledgement of his RICHr to impoſe any religious teſt 
whatever, than our ſubmiſſion to his power in the caſe of mar- 
riage according to the rites of the eſtabliſhed church, or in the 
caſe of an oath, upon our faith in the New Teſtament: and we 
do therefore jointly and unanimouſly unite in requeſting the 
Committee not only to accept our hearty thanks themſelves, but 
alſo to preſent them, as they may have opportunity, to thofe of 
the Nobility. Biſhops, and Commoners, who have been the lis 
beral and candid ſijpporters of the bill referred to. 1 
Agreed, that bakers any ſcheme of village preaching be en- 
couraged by this Aſſociation, it ſhall be laid before the Aſſoci- 
ation and approved of by it. | | a 7 
Agreed, earneſtly to recommend days of humiliation and 
prayer on account of the preſent unhappy ſtate of public affairs, 
as well as on account of the low fiate of religion in gens ral, 
and of many, of the aſſociated Churches in particular: as alſo of 
thankſgiving. to acknowledge the kind handof divine providence in 
the late extenſion and confirmation of our religious liberties, 
Agreed, to admit the Church at Bridgewater into this Aſſo- 
ciation. | „„ | | 
Agreed, to hold the next Aſſociation at Frome, to begin 
Wedneſday afternoon in the Whitſun week, a: three o'clock 
preciſely, Our Brethren Evans, Sen. and Tommas to preach he 
En The Aſſociation was cloſed in prayer by the Mo- 
derator, | 


In the aſſociated Churches this year there were 


Baptized -  - 85 | Dead * 
Received by letter 5 Diſmiſſed to other 6 

- Reflorod\ - - 2 | Churches: -- 5 
: | | — Excluded 3 - th 


Increaſe 20; 


N 


"The State of the ſeveral Aﬀociations 11 . was as follows, 


ns. 


= Increaſe in che Wellen, 7 6o 

= - which met at Horfly. - - 

5 Ditto in the Midland, 8 Ft | 

8 which met at Warwick. th | . 5 5 
Northern Aſſociation, at N 22 4 75 


Leiceſter. 5 a 
Wia adesden, ac. . 
| leon, a 
; : 765 "abs. e 
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| The other Aﬀſociations make 5 no. mention n of theie increaſe or 


decreaſe, 


N. B. Barter Carzenron, with! 
Scripture proofs, 155, 
DirTTo without the proofs, 75. 6d. 
Wirson s Scripture Manual. 7s. 6d, = 
Br DDOux's Scripture Expoſition of the Catechiſm, at 18. 
In canvas, 18. 3d. in ſheep, and is. 6d. in calf, Thirteen to the 
dozen. : : | 
Ss . New Correrion of Hogs with z a fupplement, 35. in 
' ſheep. 35. 6d. in calf, and a feventh gratis. 
3 11 to the Secretary of this Aſſociation, or to Mr. T. 
Evans, Bookſeller and 3 in Broa@ngad, 2 
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